PAGE  

[image: image1]News Release

Escambia County 

Office of Public Information and Communications

221 Palafox Place, Suite 410, Pensacola FL 32502

December 5, 2010

News Release 10-1205- Red Bulb #3&4
Third and Fourth Red Bulbs Appear in Fire Wreath
“Keep the Wreath Green” Holiday Fire Safety Campaign
On December 1, Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department kicked off the “Keep the Wreath Green” holiday fire safety campaign. Today two green bulbs will be replaced with red bulbs in each wreath representing two residential fires that occurred on Saturday, December 4 and Sunday, December 5.

Red Bulb #3- On Saturday, December 4 a fire was reported at 9:55 p.m. in the 1500 block of Lansing Drive. When firefighters arrived, they found a fire under the mobile home. The fire was determined to have started in the home’s heater and spread to areas within the walls and floor supports. There was no one home at the time for the fire. Firefighters from Ferry Pass, Brent, and Ensley responded to the scene. 
Red Bulb #4- On Sunday, December 5 a fire was reported at 1:03 a.m. in the 5400 block of Glass Drive. When firefighters arrived, they found a heavy fire coming from multiple windows of the mobile home. The fire, declared out at 1:16 a.m., caused major damage to the kitchen area and smoke and heat damage throughout the rest of the home. Two adults and one child, at home at the time of the fire, escaped without injury. The cause of the fire was determined to have been from an electrical problem inside the kitchen. Firefighters from Brent, West Pensacola, Osceola and Ensley responded to the scene. 
Escambia County Fire Rescue would also like to remind everyone to be safe while staying warm and offers a few safety tips involving space heaters:

· Heating is the second leading cause of residential fires and ties with arson as the second leading cause of fire deaths.

· Portable space heaters should be turned off every time you leave the room or go to bed. Never leave them unattended.

· Properly inspect all heating equipment before using it.

· Keep space heaters at least three feet away from all combustibles.

· Use only heaters designed for use in the home. Never use cooking appliances or other heaters designed for outdoor usage indoors.

· Only use heaters that have safety features such as cut-off switches that turn the heater off it they accidentally tip over and those units that have heater element guards that prevent combustible materials from contacting the heating element.

· Make sure to keep children away from space heaters.

· Keep heaters and their cords along with extension cords away from high traffic areas.
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· When buying a new space heater, make sure it carries the mark of an independent testing laboratory.

· Having a working smoke alarm more than doubles one's chances of surviving a fire.

Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department will continue the “Keep the Wreath Green” fire safety campaign throughout the holiday season. This year, the seventh year of the campaign, five-foot wreaths will be on display at 30 different locations throughout the holiday season. These sites are the Old Escambia County Courthouse on Palafox Place, the Public Safety Building on W Street, the Central Office Complex on West Park Place, all 18 primary county fire stations, seven stations within the City of Pensacola, Cordova Mall and one mobile display. Every time firefighters respond to a residential fire a green light bulb will be replaced with a red one to remind citizens of the dangers posed by holiday decorations. 

To help citizens stay safe and “keep the wreath green”; Escambia County Fire-Rescue and the City of Pensacola Fire Department have daily holiday safety tips. The tips for December 6 and 7 are: 

Dec. 6
When using a ladder to hang lights or decorations, remember the three Ls of ladder safety. Locks should be properly engaged. Ladder should only be used on a Level surface. The Last (top) step or rung should not be used unless it is designed for that purpose.

Dec. 7
Prior to hanging holiday lights, inspect the entire set for damage and do not connect more than three strands together in succession, unless the directions indicate it is safe. When using extension cords or large numbers of lights, make sure you do not overload electrical outlets.

Escambia County Fire-Rescue encourages everyone to have a safe and happy holiday season. If you have additional questions regarding fire safety or “Keep the Wreath Green”, please contact Lt. Daniel Akerman at (850) 393-0672.
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